Introduction
Law school clinics in many countries increasingly provide the major opportunities that law students have to engage in interdisciplinary collaborations with other professionals� 1 The collaboration may be with a wide range of professionals, such as: doctors and medical students; social workers and social work students; business school students; engineering faculty and students including biomedical engineering students; nursing students; and experts in public health, education, mental health or palliative care� 2 It can occur in diverse contexts or targeted to specific populations, such as children, the elderly, victims of domestic violence or low-income business owners� Some examples of these interdisciplinary clinics illustrate their variety� Clinical legal education initiatives in South Africa, Thailand and Ukraine promoted public health through programs that partnered with the Law and Health Initiative of the Open Society Institute's Public Health Information about interdisciplinary models of service learning in higher education is available at the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse at http://www�servicelearning�org/instant_info/fact_sheets/he_facts/ interdisciplinary (last visited on June 3, 2012)� linkages between schools within the university and initiatives for outreach to the community� 10 Each of the professions in an interdisciplinary collaboration has its own culture, values and definitions of roles that impact effective collaboration� Exposing students to these different professional cultures can create opportunities for improved, more complete service for our clients, and for students to develop into more reflective practitioners as they use the other professions' approaches as a mirror to deepen reflections on their own professional role� The clinics also provide opportunities for clients/patients to be part of the collaborative team� Among the cultural challenges are conflicts around differing views of responsibilities to the client, duties of confidentiality, and what constitutes a conflict of interest� This article focuses on one such collaboration: the Medical-Legal Advocacy Clinic, a medicallegal partnership in a law school clinic, in which law students and medical providers collaborated to address health care issues more effectively� That clinic, which I co-teach, is a medical-legal partnership with a multidisciplinary and holistic approach to provide legal advocacy in a medical setting for clients referred by medical professionals� The model of medical-legal partnerships is used in this article to examine the opportunities and challenges of interdisciplinary clinics for students, clients and faculty, and to provide a way to reflect critically on interdisciplinary clinics generally� In Section I, definitions of interdisciplinary clinics are discussed along with exploring reasons for their growth� Section II describes the attributes of and models for these clinics� The Medical-Legal Advocacy Clinic at New York University School of Law is discussed in Section III� Section IV addresses the opportunities of interdisciplinary clinics for students, clients and the faculty� Section V discusses the challenges of these clinics, including suggestions to address some of the challenges and enhance the opportunities of interdisciplinary clinics�
I� Definitions of Interdisciplinary Clinics and Reasons for Their Growth 11
Typically, an interdisciplinary 12 clinic is collaboration between or among law students and other students in professional schools, or other professionals, to help address the multidimensional problems faced by clients� It is a "multidisciplinary model [that] 
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There are a number of reasons for the growth of interdisciplinary clinics� One is the crisis in many countries about the lack of availability of legal services in civil matters for indigent populations, leading to the need for new and innovative ways to deliver legal services� Another is the growing recognition that legal problems arise in larger contexts that require additional services and the clients' issues are not typically only legal in nature� 14 Many clients have issues in which it can be difficult to separate the legal aspect from that which is typically associated with other disciplines� 15 Professionals are increasingly aware that working together with other professions can better serve clients and improve outcomes� 16 Leveraging limited resources can result in improved service for clients, where the professions working together can address problems more effectively than could be done by the professions working separately� 17 In addition, there needs to be a "more conscious coordination and integration of delivery of services" to low-income communities� 18 Non-lawyers can be important participants and actors in legal institutions 19 and can help facilitate the interactions between the lawyer and the client�
II. Attributes and Models of Interdisciplinary Clinics
Certain attributes typify interdisciplinary clinics in which there are integrated interdisciplinary teams� 20 One is a shared expertise, so that it is not legally focused and lawyer-directed� In this model it is not just the other professions assisting the lawyer, but rather the lawyer and other professional undertake a joint approach� In addition, the collaboration uses and relies on the knowledge of all of the participating disciplines� It is important that the various professionals understand that there are many ways that the law can be part of a comprehensive approach to meet the needs of the clients: litigation is not the only way� An additional component of interdisciplinary service is a team commitment to the importance of developing creative approaches to assist clients� Moreover, there should be a structure that formalizes the relationship 14 Multidisciplinary practices for low income and middle income clients recognize the "centrality of nonlegal as well as legal needs and the barriers clients face in accessing legal services�" Louise G� The MLAC employs a multidisciplinary and holistic approach to provide legal advocacy in a medical setting for clients referred by medical professionals� Many legally-related issues can affect the health of low-income families and many of the problems that affect the health of the children and families have legal remedies� This clinic is a medical-legal collaboration to improve health outcomes for patients/clients by providing on-site legal advocacy and training to medical providers� 22 Voyvodic and Medcalf, supra note 9, at 102� This interdisciplinary clinic involving law students, social work students, lawyers and social workers had the following values: the joint effort of a university law school and government agency that links the clinic to professional education and engagement with social policy; service to low-income communities that shows a commitment to justice and social justice; an interdisciplinary approach that combines law with social work services; an inclusive range of services including casework, public legal education, community development and law reform activities; and a learning environment that suggests a balance between the academic curriculum and service to the community� Id� at 102-03� In the first few years that the MLAC was taught, law students, who were in their second or third (last) year of law school, and pediatric medical residents (in the second and third year of a three year residency program after completing four years of medical school) collaborated to address more effectively the health issues of their clients/patients� The medical residents were in the Residency Program in Social Pediatrics at Montefiore Medical Center in New York City� These residents intend to practice in clinical practice, community health and advocacy; they spend a significant part of their clinical time in their second and third years of residency in a federally-funded community health center serving primarily low-income African-Americans and Latinos� The patients of the community health center present a multitude of psychosocial issues, including family disruption (due to illness, incarceration, violent injury, child abuse and/ or neglect), poor housing, unemployment and poverty, domestic violence, lack of access to health care, and immigration problems� Many legally-related issues can affect the health of the patients of the community health center, such as: asthma triggered by mold from leaky ceilings or rodent infestation; lead poisoning from paint not removed; burns caused by families heating apartments with stoves; and children who suffer due to insufficient nourishment� The patients of this community health center were referred by the medical residents to the law students for assistance�
The law students and the medical residents were trained together to practice an interdisciplinary and holistic approach to their patients/clients� The program was planned jointly by me and Iman Sharif, M�D�, M�P�H�, who was then Associate Director of Residency Training in Social Pediatrics and Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine/ Children's Hospital at Montefiore Hospital� Dr� Sharif had initiated the collaboration; she had heard about medical-legal partnerships and wanted to start one with the social pediatric residents at the community health clinic as the medical partner� She contacted the clinical faculty at NYU School of Law and, as a result, I began working with her to plan the program� As part of developing the program, Dr� Sharif and I had to learn to collaborate, including understanding each other's language, culture, ethics, professional values, and approaches to our clients/patients�
In the clinic seminar, the law students and medical residents learned together� They met for eight two-hour joint seminars over the course of the law school semester, covering such topics as: collaboration and interdisciplinary work; ethics and confidentiality; asthma and environmental triggers; substantive law training on advocacy; early childhood education advocacy; lobbying training; holistic advocacy; and health law� The joint seminars were co-taught with Dr� Sharif� For each joint seminar, the law students and medical residents were given readings and learning objectives� Seminar speakers included practicing doctors, ethicists, lawyers, social workers, and leaders from child advocacy and legal advocacy�
The fieldwork had a three-fold approach: 1) direct client representation; 2) education of the medical residents and other health professionals about how to identify legal issues and incorporate advocacy into their treatment plans, as well as education of the clients/patients about their legal rights; and 3) identifying and exploring health care issues and presenting interdisciplinary strategies to address the issues� For the direct client representation, procedures were implemented to enable the medical residents and faculty at the outpatient community health center to refer patients to the law students for legal advocacy� Each week, law students provided a free legal clinic for clients referred by the medical residents� A joint electronic account was created to allow the doctors to schedule the legal appointments for their patients, after obtaining the consent of their patients� Legal assistance was provided on such areas as housing, government benefits, education and other issues that had an impact on the family's health� Before the fieldwork began, we discussed with the medical residents areas in which the law students could provide legal services and those that they could not (e�g�, if the patient wanted to sue the doctor or needed representation in a lawsuit by the hospital for payment of a medical bill)� Although we tried initially to limit our legal services to a few areas (to enable the law students to develop expertise in those areas), they were expanded to better serve the needs of the clients in a holistic manner� 25 In addition to the joint seminar and the referral of cases, there were other parts of the collaboration� The law students developed policy projects by identifying and exploring health care issues and presenting interdisciplinary strategies to address those issues; students presented those policy projects at a joint seminar of the law students and medical residents� The law students and medical residents, after receiving joint training on how to lobby legislators, participated in an allday lobbying effort of state legislators at the New York State capital in Albany, New York on an issue affecting their patients/clients� At the beginning of the semester, the law students and medical residents together observed proceedings in Housing Court� In addition, there were a few informal gatherings outside of class to help build rapport and relationships�
IV. Opportunities
There are many opportunities and advantages presented by interdisciplinary clinics 26 : for the students and professionals involved in the collaboration; for the clients/patients who are better served; for the faculty who create and participate in the interdisciplinary clinic; for the professions and educational institutions; and for the pursuit of justice� 27 "…[I]nterdisciplinary teaching and practice can promote collaboration, communication, cultural awareness, ethical understanding and justice�" 28 These interdisciplinary clinics also address concerns about the narrowness of legal education and medical education raised in reports issued by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching� 29 The opportunities in this section are subdivided into those applicable to students, clients and faculty; many of these opportunities apply to more than one of these categories� 25 As discussed in Section V (C), one of the challenges for the clinic was getting the students ready to represent clients in a variety of subject areas� 26 Some of the opportunities and challenges in interdisciplinary projects and classes are also applicable to interdisciplinary clinics� For very helpful discussions of the benefits and barriers to interdisciplinary law school courses, 
A. For Students
While there are many advantages for students in interdisciplinary clinics, there are six categories that I think are the most important� The first, and in some ways the most important, is the broadening of perspectives� 30 The law students and medical residents learned from each other and appreciated the differing professional cultures and skills as well as the problem-solving approaches of the other profession� 31 As described by Professor Connelly:
Legal problems are like elephants; examining them from only one perspective gives a distorted image of the whole� In order to understand legal problems, lawyers often need to examine them from the perspective of multiple disciplines� Likewise, successful legal problem-solving sometimes means that lawyers need to be able to collaborate with other professional in order to address a client's problems� 32
The law students and medical residents began to understand what they had in common and not just what separated them� They learned about the roles, boundaries and limits of each member of the collaboration, as well as a familiarity with the knowledge base of the other profession� We specifically discussed some of the similarities in the two professions, including the shared set of core social and ethical values (including shared respect for the individual, the commitment to reason, and using experience as a basis for decision-making); valuing of professional autonomy and decision-making; the primacy of serving their patient's/client's interests; the fiduciary obligation each owes to their patient/client; and the aspiration of each profession to provide services to the poor� To highlight the similarities, we also used an exercise 33 in which the law students and medical residents wrote anonymously on color-coded cards (so that we could know whether the cards were completed by a law student or a medical resident) the attributes of a "good" lawyer; the attributes of a "good" doctor; the attributes of a "bad" lawyer; and the attributes of a "bad" doctor� The results of these cards were written on the blackboard so that all could see the responses; the similarities in the positive attributes for the two professions were surprising to many of the students and helped to emphasize the commonalities between the two professions� 34
This broadening of perspective can lead to what is described as a higher level of cognitive processing, what some psychologists define as "wisdom�" 35 Particularly for the law students, they learned the skills and values to function in a variety of forums (i�e�, not just litigation) and learned skills and approaches from the other disciplines� 36 It helped the law students and medical residents to move away from the narrow approach of seeing the patient's/client's issues as only medical or legal ones; it helped remove the "blinders" and minimize the "silo" effect� They also began to appreciate the shared professional values 37 and more broadly viewing medical and legal problems in their larger social context� 38 As stated by one of the medical residents, this interdisciplinary clinic:
provided the invaluable opportunity of learning from each other� As doctors and lawyers we seldom get the chance to gain knowledge and insight into each other's fields and professions� Most importantly, the legal clinic provided the unique and excellent venue to be able to serve as better advocates and lend a helping hand to our patients� In short, the experience gave both doctors and lawyers the ability to work together for change� 39 To help facilitate the broadened perspective and ease into the collaboration, Dr� Sharif and I created case examples that were used in our first joint seminar� While the class discussion became animated (and heated), it was, upon reflection, critical to the success of our collaboration� As described by one of the medical residents:
The opening discussion that involved a case of potential child abuse was very revealing to me� I have been so engrossed in the medical world for so long, that their [law student's] opinions and approach were really shocking at first� But in the end, it was a great opportunity to appreciate the complexities of such situations� 40
35 "It is this higher level of cognitive processing -what some psychologists define as 'wisdom' -that we see as the ultimate outcome of interdisciplinary higher education�" Weinberg and Harding, supra note 10, at 23� 36 For example, in the interdisciplinary program in South Africa of integrating palliative care, the law students were trained in facilitation skills in order to be able to run the workshops for hospice caregivers� Ezer et al., supra note 3, at 29� 37 An article about an interdisciplinary course for law students and medical students discusses discovering the shared goals and values in the two professions as part of the process of designing the course� "The similarities in our professions gave us faith that, despite our differences, we could create something special -a learning experience for law and medical students that would not only bring a different discipline into their classroom, but also could help them to re-envision their roles and responsibilities as professionals�" Elizabeth Tobin Quotations of the medical residents and law students cited in this article were from reflection papers submitted by the law students, from written comments, and from surveys of the medical residents and law students that were completed in the first joint class and in the last joint class to evaluate the collaboration� The reflection papers, surveys and other written comments are on file with the author or Dr� Iman Sharif, the co-teacher of the seminar�
Id�
The law students spoke of their loyalty to their client, who was the parent, and felt bound by the duty of confidentiality to their client to not reveal to the doctors what the client had told them about what the doctors might consider potential child neglect by the parent who was not the client of the lawyers � 41 The doctors discussed their responsibility to the entire family and were initially disturbed by what they saw as a narrow focus of the law students of preserving the confidentiality of the mother (the lawyer's client) over the possible health needs of the child and risk to the child� The law students explored the possible conversation with the client about consequences and possible actions which helped the residents understand more of the nature and parameters of the lawyer-client relationship� The discussion in that first class became a bonding experience for all, and one referenced in many other of our joint sessions as a mirror to help each of the professions appreciate the other�
The second benefit is that it helps to build trust, understanding and respect amongst the members� 42 The third is that it teaches the importance of collaboration� 43 The law students and medical residents in our joint seminars were taught skills to help them collaborate successfully� 44 In the joint seminar, we first discussed their own experiences in collaboration, including what they had found to be helpful in successful collaborations and what had been problematic� We also highlighted, based on assigned readings 45 and their comments in the class discussion, some things that can be done to improve collaboration, including the value of listening and effective communication; understanding and appreciating the "other," including the competencies of each profession; clearly stated role expectations; attitudes of respect and openness; learning skills for shared decision-making; and the importance of setting boundaries at the outset of the collaboration� (For our collaboration, one particular boundary issue was differing approaches to confidentiality and how it could limit what client/patient information could be shared between the The fourth advantage of an interdisciplinary clinic is what I call a "window�" It is a window in two very different ways� One is that it can help students prepare for the "real world" by modeling the experience of practicing law, which increasingly uses interdisciplinary collaborations� The other, and what I think is more important and unique to interdisciplinary clinics, is that it can cause law students to reconsider their own roles as lawyers and advocates� Also, it helps each of the professions form (and change) their views of their own profession and their roles within it�
The fifth point is that the collaboration can be a more satisfying and fulfilling professional and personal experience for all� The sharing of experiences and approaches to assist clients/patients can result in increased satisfaction� It can also result in increased comfort in being able to learn from and rely on the other professionals� Collaboration can help reduce the stress that lawyers can experience� 47 From their comments in class as well as their written reflections, it was apparent that it was a more fulfilling model for each of the professions involved� A typical comment by one of the medical residents was that the collaboration "provided the invaluable opportunity of learning from each other…� This experience gave both doctors and lawyers the ability to work together for change�" 48 Connected to the collaboration amongst the students and residents, there was also collaboration between the faculty teaching the seminar, with the faculty modeling for the students and medical residents� Finally, interdisciplinary clinics offer more creative and better service for the clients� 49 It can result in the professionals being engaged in more creative problem-solving to promote justice� 50 Collaboration empowers the professionals to serve their clients/patients in new and better ways� As stated by one of the medical residents in the clinic, it "helped me to realize that the things we learn about our patients are often limited by what we are willing to explore and the resources that we have at our disposal�" 51
B. Opportunities for Clients
One of the most important advantages of interdisciplinary clinics is improved service for the 48 See note 39, supra, for a discussion of the comments of the law students and medical residents� 49 "An interdisciplinary model also has the potential to encourage lawyers to create innovative programs that not only respond to the perceived needs of client communities but also actively involve clients in bringing about social change�" Brustin, supra note 13, at 794� 50 In her article on interdisciplinary education in law practice, Janet Weinstein discusses five skills needed for collaborative problem solving: communication skills; knowledge of non-legal resources; awareness of self and others; an understanding of and an appreciation for group process; and leadership skills� Weinstein, supra note 26, at 335-341� Some of the professions involved in interdisciplinary collaborations, such as social work, teach these skills in professional school� See Voyvodic and Medcalf, supra note 9, at 123�
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clients� 52 The complementary skills of the other professions can help the lawyer serve the client, 53 as can the legal information assist the doctor to be a better medical provider and advocate for his or her patients� For example, the medical residents became more familiar with laws affecting their clients (such as educational services for children with special health care needs and eligibility for disability programs) and developed practical skills for advocating for their patients to receive the services to which they were entitled� They also felt more knowledgeable and comfortable exploring with their patients how the realities of their patients' lives (such as housing conditions) impacted on their health� For the law students, they understood the medical conditions that could impact on their clients' disabilities and were able to use that information to argue more persuasively for the benefits for which their clients were eligible�
As discussed in the previous section on opportunities for the students, law students are helped to move from the narrow approach of seeing the client's "issues" as only legal ones and all of the students and professionals are better trained to see the clients/patients in a more holistic way, understanding the roles that each profession can bring to help identify the legal and social barriers that affect the health of their clients/patients and that impact on the social issues underlying inequalities in health� As noted by one of the law students, the clinic was "helpful in exposing me to different ways that doctors and lawyers can collaborate to make inroads to achieving health outcomes for vulnerable populations… [and] ensure that laws that promote health and safety are being enacted and followed�" 54 Moreover, in the MLAC, it seemed to be easier for the clients to establish relationships with the law students since someone with whom the client already had a relationship made the connection to the law student� Research about the impact of interdisciplinary collaborations on clients would reveal if there are other benefits for them�
C. Opportunities for Faculty
Teaching in an interdisciplinary structure has benefits that parallel those for the students described in Section IV (A): it can broaden the perspectives of all of the participants so that each of the professionals has a better understanding of the other's attitudes and values, approaches to problem solving, language, and ethical constraints; help build trust, understanding and respect amongst the members; provide a "window;" result in better and more creative services for the clients; and can be more personally satisfying� Teaching in an interdisciplinary structure also has unique additional advantages for the faculty� One is that it helps emphasize the importance of teaching creative problem-solving and collaboration� In the seminar and in the fieldwork, the students can be helped to see the issues that the client faces in the broader context of the client's life and the students can be helped "to think about prevention of future problems, not just solving current ones�" 55 It also helps the faculty to expand the approaches to assist students' learning through collaboration with other disciplines� 52 Doctors and lawyers working together can improve the health outcomes for the patients/clients� See, e.g., Boumil et al., supra note 31, at 137� 53 "A multidisciplinary approach provides an ideal way to address complex social issues such as domestic violence, concerns facing the elderly, community economic development, and poverty more generally� Professionals from different disciplines can use their skills to develop more comprehensive solutions for clients�" Brustin, supra note 13, at 794�
54 See note 39, supra, for a discussion of the comments of the law students and medical residents� 55 See Tobin, supra note 38, at 275�
I personally found that the collaboration with Dr� Sharif in our development and plans for the seminar and fieldwork, as well as in co-teaching the seminar, resulted in unexpected beneficial results� We initially had to explore and try to understand our different professional values and norms, including language and approaches to issues� Fortunately we had given ourselves time to develop our relationship and plan for the challenging issues; we started our planning approximately a year before the clinic began� Not only did we need to plan for our law students and medical residents but we also had to plan for our own collaboration and co-teaching� We openly talked with the law students and medical residents about this interdisciplinary experience as being new and approaching things together as we sorted out the opportunities and challenges� This had the effect of freeing us all to be more open and transparent� For me personally, this transparency and the creativity in designing and implementing this interdisciplinary clinic resulted in a much more satisfying teaching experience�
V. Challenges
There are many challenges in designing and implementing an interdisciplinary clinic� 56 However, there are ways to minimize the challenges and enhance the opportunities� One important way is to spend sufficient time with the other professionals in planning the clinic and the program� Many of the challenges can be anticipated and addressed before the clinic officially begins� The design of the program can help implement successful collaborations� "Interdisciplinarity …is not a 'magic bullet'…; collaboration must be taught as a skill, and the needs of the individuals who will be collaborating must be anticipated and met with information and appropriate training�" 57 The challenges in this section are subdivided into those applicable to students, clients and faculty; many of these challenges apply to more than one of these categories�
A. Challenges for Students
While there are many challenges in interdisciplinary clinics, there are five categories that I think are the most significant� The first (and an especially pervasive) one was the differences in the language, customs, and norms of the collaborating professions� Each needed to learn and appreciate the other� Since Dr� Sharif and I understood this to be key to the success of the collaboration, we each spent time discussing this in our individual seminar sessions before we started our joint one and addressed this directly in our first joint class� Dr� Sharif and I developed the case examples described in Section IV(A) to highlight these issues�
The second category is that of ethical obligations and professional values� There are differences in ethical obligations such as confidentiality, conflicts of interest and the professional independence of the lawyer that must be addressed� While dealing with them can be challenging, they are not barriers, particularly if the anticipated issues are discussed and addressed amongst the various professionals when forming the collaboration� 58 The third area is student discomfort and anxiety� It can be very challenging for law students in any clinic to learn about and become comfortable with a range of skills and substantive areas of the law� Any discomfort and possible anxiety can be compounded by working with other professions when the students may be unsure of their own professional roles and values� 59 To minimize this discomfort, Dr� Sharif and I found it very helpful to have an informal gathering early in the semester for the law students and medical residents to get to know each other� In addition, a curriculum with hypothetical examples can be created to help build trust and understanding amongst the various professions and members of the interdisciplinary clinic� 60 Fourth, the nature of the professional norms in law school can create challenges� Law students tend to be more competitive (which would also make it more difficult for them to collaborate) 61 and that they have less experience in collaboration than other professions (such as students in business school)� 62 Collaboration as an important skill and value for professionals needs to be directly addressed� In the MLAC, as mentioned in Section IV (A), we discussed collaboration in a joint seminar, including what interferes with collaboration and what can be done to improve our abilities to collaborate� Finally, there are many logistical and situational challenges in an interdisciplinary clinic� 63 For example, the law school schedule and the definition of a semester differ substantially from medical schools and residency training programs�� Another challenge is that collaboration and interdisciplinary work can take longer and therefore appear to be less efficient�
B. Challenges for Clients
For the clients, there can be confusion about the roles and approaches of the various professions� The client may not be sure which issues should be addressed with which professional� In addition, there may not be consistent information or opinions conveyed to the client by the various professionals who are interacting with the client� The client may also have unclear expectations� Research about the impact of interdisciplinary collaborations on the clients would reveal any other drawbacks�
C. Challenges for Faculty
Teaching in an interdisciplinary clinic has challenges that parallel those for the students described in Section V (A), including differences in language, customs and norms of the profession; ethical obligations and professional values; discomfort and anxiety; the nature of the professional norms in the law school; and logistical and situational issues� It can be difficult and uncomfortable to step out of one's comfort zone� 64 Each profession has its own emphasis on independence of professional judgment� 65 Each (including faculty and students) needs to learn to understand and appreciate the other�
The ethical requirements of each of the professions need to be addressed, 66 particularly the varying definitions of who is the "client," confidentiality, conflicts and capacity of the person to make decisions� Scholarship has addressed ways to deal with the confidentiality requirements of the various professions in interdisciplinary collaborations, particularly the confidentiality requirements of lawyers, by obtaining informed consent from the client 67 or creating a confidentiality "wall" so that there are boundaries between the professions relating to access to certain client information� 68 As with many other challenges, ethical and professional value issues can be anticipated and dealt with in the design and planning of the curriculum, including developing protocols to address them� 69
As to the assumptions that may be made about the "other" professions in the collaboration (with some of those assumptions being negative stereotypes), it can be helpful to surface them in a nonthreatening way� One example is the exercise described in Section IV (A) in which we asked each student to write the positive attributes of lawyers and doctors as well as negative characteristics of each of the professions� We then discussed those attributes and characteristics and helped surface their assumptions in a non-threatening format� There may also be different pedagogical goals for the students and different learning experiences in the relevant professional schools� One example is that law school emphasizes getting law students to think like a lawyer compared with a business school focus on problem solving� 70 An issue that I found particularly difficult was getting the law students ready to be "lawyers" in many different kinds of subjects, approaches and practice� While getting students comfortable in a variety of subject areas can be a challenge in any clinic that practices holistic advocacy, it can be more difficult in an interdisciplinary clinic since the students need some knowledge about the 64 "Collaborative interdisciplinary medical-legal teaching, like professional practice is challenging� There is no question that there are times when sticking to one's comfort zone and chosen field would be much easier�" Tobin, supra note 37, at 705-06� 65 "Independence of professional judgment is the hallmark of a profession, regardless of whether that profession is medicine, social work, or law� When professionals who are educated and trained differently, practice different trades, and follow different ethical codes combine efforts to provide one holistic remedy, each may be required to compromise some of the professional autonomy that each practitioner typically exercises�" See, e. other profession or professions with whom they will be collaborating� There were two things that Dr� Sharif and I did in the MLAC to help address these challenges� The first was to front-load the clinic to spend the first few weeks discussing the substantive law areas and professional skills, including a simulation of a client interview for which the law students reflected and received feedback to prepare them before seeing their first clients� I was also at each of the fieldwork clinics when the law students interviewed their clients so that they could check-in with me before the interview was completed� This ensured that critical issues, such as deadlines and statute of limitations, weren't missed�
There are several logistical and institutional challenges in an interdisciplinary clinic, such as: scheduling of joint classes that are convenient for each of the professions; different academic calendars; defining the criteria for the credits and grades (if graded); and the allocation of tuition between or among the relevant schools� 71 These issues need to be anticipated as much as possible and dealt with as part of the planning� As more interdisciplinary programs are created, it should become easier for the institutional challenges to be addressed� Not surprisingly, it takes more time and energy for the faculty to develop and teach an interdisciplinary clinic than one that is not interdisciplinary� There is also a steep learning curve for the faculty and for everyone involved in the clinic� While the learning curve is included in the section on challenges, it also is part of the opportunities of such a clinic, and can lead to exciting ways to teach, learn and provide services for clients�
Conclusion
An interdisciplinary clinic has many different advantages for the students, faculty, professionals, clients and the professional schools� While there are challenges for all involved, they are far outweighed by the multiple benefits� I have found that all, including myself, were enriched by the interaction with our medical colleagues� The clinic also helped model for the law students and medical residents the value of interdisciplinary approaches to help meet the needs of our clients/ patients� Interdisciplinary clinics can "help develop a cadre of future lawyers with the sensitivity and expertise to play a leading role in addressing complex health and human rights issues�" 72 As stated by one of the medical residents in the clinic, it provided the invaluable opportunity of learning from each other� As doctors or lawyers we seldom get the change to gain knowledge and insight from each other's fields and profession� Most importantly, the legal clinic provided the unique and excellent venue to be able to serve as better advocates and lend a helping hand to our patients� In short, this experience gave both doctors and lawyers the ability to work together for change� 73 For me, it is a very exciting way to teach, for students to learn, for clients to be served, and to help all of the participants reflect on the role of law and being a professional� 71 For a discussion of additional challenges, see, e.g, Jones, supra note 6, at 310 -313 (discussion of administrative/ financial impediments, cultural and ethical impediments); Luppino, supra note 8, at 206-215 (issues include managing and addressing student expectations, and helping the professional teams work together)� 72 Ezer et al., supra note 3, at 33�
73 See note 39, supra, for a discussion of the comments of the law students and medical residents�
